
Work begins on new ‘place to go’
for Defra environmental data

Agrimetrics, the leaders in agricultural and
environmental data exchange, have
announced that they are working on a
new platform destination for environ-

mental data in the UK, that is due to launch end of
June 2023. The Data Services Platform (DSP3)
will make Defra’s data accessible to UK farmers,
organisations and the food supply chain, helping
them to make sustainable decisions, and potentially
saving significant time and money as well.
Agrimetrics are working in partnership with
Telespazio UK to deliver this key environmental data
platform for Defra.

DSP3, which will build upon the existing
DPS2 platform, will exploit the existing Agrimetrics
Data Marketplace to make thousands of datasets
accessible for public use, and help Defra deliver the
ambition of the Government’s 25 Year Environment
Plan.

Speaking at an Oxford Farming Conference
breakfast on The Future of Farming, Agrimetrics
Director and CCO, Rebecca Geraghty told
delegates how many of the challenges faced by the
Agri-food sector, including soil erosion, yield plateau
and supply chain efficiency, could be solved with
the help of data-driven technologies. Rebecca said:

“Too much data still remains locked away, under-
used and static - it’s a critical yet untapped asset,
often hugely valuable in the learnings it can bring.”

Agrimetrics already helps organisations
across the globe realise the potential in data, with an
Agri-food Data Exchange that links, organises and
shares thousands of value rich datasets. From July
this year Agrimetrics will host Defra Group’s
Environmental Data, with more than 4,500 datasets
across 30 applications and APIs. This will include
nationally critical datasets on flood risk, drinking and
bathing water quality, fish populations plus many
more. The platform will enable greater interoper-
ability with other platforms and services to expand
the usage of data and evolution of technical
services. Agrimetrics is currently working with Defra’s
partners to ensure the platform is tailored to their
needs ahead of the switchover.

Agrimetrics’s data catalogue and data
marketplace includes data on soils, water, weather
and field boundaries, as well as crop analytics and
pesticide and fertiliser data. Agrimetrics have worked
on projects in 24 different global countries, with a list
of working relationships that range from Defra,
Airbus and BASF, to the Universities of Reading and
Oxford. The company also works in partnership with
cross border organisations that include Deloitte
Digital, Telespazio UK, and Microsoft. Agrimetrics
enables farmers, organisations and supply chains to
deliver the best combined insights and intelligence
to make sustainable business decisions.

Agrimetrics CEO, David Flanders said
“Agrimetrics are committed to linking environ-
mental data with business decisions to reduce and
reverse our global impact on the environment.
We’re excited that our proprietary platform has been
chosen to unlock the potential of Defra’s rich data
for public use. We firmly believe we can create the
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place to go for environmental data in the UK.”
Successful projects that have been made

possible by Agrimetrics’ platform include:
• regenagri, a regenerative agriculture initiative that
supports agribusinesses in transitioning to regen-
erative practices that now covers more than 1.2m
acres including one of Brazil’s largest farming
groups, a global cotton producer and a UK
sustainable clothing producer

• BASF’s When2gO, a water stewardship tool that
links data from Defra, The Met Office, Environment
agency and Agrimetrics’ own field boundary data
to provide farmers with the advice to know when
to spray, and better manage their oilseed
herbicide use to ensure efficient and responsible
use

• ForestMind, an initiative that links satellite imagery,
isotopic analysis and GroundTruth data to help
retailers and producers eliminate products that
cause deforestation from our supply chains.

Meanwhile, partner Telespazio UK has
more than 40 years’ experience of delivering
operational, end-user-driven services for a multitude
of UK and European customers.

CEO of Telespazio UK, Mark Hewer said
“It’s very exciting to be working with Defra and
Agrimetrics at the forefront of delivering and
modernising such a critical UK data platform. We
look forward to delivering a first-class product with a
comprehensive user service, which hosts more data
and engages even more users, so that the DSP is
recognised as a world-leading infrastructure that
underpins environmental improvements and social
value gains.”

Agrimetrics services include:
• Open or Private Data Exchanges
• Marketplace
• Foundational Datasets
• Analytics Tools and Apps
• Data Governance
• Bespoke projects

For more information: www.agrimetrics.co.uk

Agrimetrics was created in 2015 with initial public
funding from Innovate UK as one of four agri-tech
centres to help organisations realise the potential trapped
in their Data. In 2019, Agrimetrics launched the first
Data Marketplace as the infrastructure for linking,
hosting and sharing datasets.

agrimetrics
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Ishida solution helps launch of
new snack product
An Ishida packing line solution comprising a

multihead weigher, bagmaker and check-
weigher has been instrumental in the launch of a
new healthy snack from snacks specialist Good
Food Products, Poland’s largest manufacturer of rice
and corn wafers, crackers and popcorn snacks.

Corn A'petit waffle snacks are produced
from corn kernels and are baked with no added fat,
preservatives or gluten and with reduced salt,
making them a healthy alternative for snack fans.
Because the snacks are 45mm in diameter,
compared to traditional wafers which are 90mm,
Good Food Products was seeking a completely new
production line that was able to cope with this
specification.

“When we were choosing our line supplier,
we did a thorough market research and Ishida
turned out to be the optimal choice,” said Łukasz
Wawrzyniak, Engineering Department Manager at
Good Food. “The quality of the company's
machines speaks for itself. We wanted to have the
best solution for our new product, which we
consider as a breakthrough on the snack market.”

The integrated Ishida solution features the
company’s 14 head CCW-RVE multihead weigher
combined with its Inspira bagmaker. The bagged
snacks then have a final weight check on Ishida’s
DACS-G checkweigher.

The CCW-RVE is well suited for lightweight
products such as snacks

Ishida’s patented Pulse Width Modulation
(PWM) technology provides greater control of the
infeed of the product at the top of the weigher and
to the weigh hoppers. Being able to automatically
vary both the amplitude, time and frequency of the
vibration ensures a steady and consistent flow of
product, maintaining speed and efficiency, reducing
the danger of overfill in the hoppers.

The weigher delivers excellent weighing
accuracy, thanks to its advanced combination
calculation software. After the best combination has
been calculated, it is double checked to ensure the
discharge is as accurate as possible before the
portion is released to the bagmaker.

The Ishida Inspira bagmaker features
intermittent jaw motion technology for high-perfor-
mance forming and sealing. Features such as auto-
mated film centring, auto-splice film management,
automated air-fill technology and other automatic
adjustments, help to ensure consistency in
production and minimise human error. Dedicated
software- and servo-controlled sealing operation,
with accurate jaw temperature and jaw pressure,
deliver consistent pack quality and significantly
reduce downtime.

The DACS-G checkweigher incorporates

Ishida’s Anti-Floor Vibration (AFV) technolgy to
maximise weighing accuracy in environments
susceptible to floor vibration. Special features
include Ishida’s Retail Reject Confirmation (RRC)
software that checks and confirms that any out-of-
spec product or pack has been successfully
removed from the line.

The Ishida installation is operating 24
hours a day, five days a week. Currently, it is handling
60g packs of Corn A’petit at 40 bags per minute,well
within its overall top speed of 90 bags per minute
for this application and giving Good Food Products
the ability to readily implement future capacity
increases.

Key to the success of the project was to
ensure the complete integration of the packing
operation with the earlier baking and flavouring
stages of production.

“The installation went flawlessly and
during testing everything was working smoothly”
said Wawrzyniak.

Corn A'petit is currently available in several
different varieties with new flavours continually
under development. This means that the Ishida
weigher and bagmaker have to be able to deal
effectively with changeovers. All contact parts in the
CCW-RVE are easily removable without tools for
cleaning, while the intuitive 380mm colour touch
screen HMI on the Inspira supports rapid film and
format changeovers.

“The weekly number of changeovers
depends on how many bags of a particular flavour
are planned to be produced, with cleaning being
carried out after each changeover,” explained
Wawrzyniak. “Cleaning and re-assembly takes
around 30 minutes.”

Overall, the installed Ishida line enables
Good Food operators to better control the weighing
and packing process, helping to maintain through-
put and high efficiency during production.

“After a year, I can evaluate that the
machines absolutely meet our requirements,”
concluded Wawrzyniak. “Ishida's solutions allow us
to adapt to even the most demanding product
requirements.”

Founded over 30 years ago, Good Food
Products’ focus from the outset has been on
and innovation. Today the company has factories in
Tarnowo Podgórne and Skórzewo and employs
around 400 people. Good Food was the pioneer in
the production of rice and corn wafers, as well as
one of the first to develop more healthy eating
alternatives. With further investment, the company
plans to develop additional varieties of wafer mini
snacks, with different raw material bases, such as
vegetable and protein.
www.ishidaeurope.com
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